
 There are two kinds of religions in the world, those with hope and those 
with “no hope”. Surprisingly, most of the great religions are without hope. They 
teach their people to achieve inner peace and tranquility by giving up, by re-
nouncing hope. If you can bring yourself to the point where you never look for-
ward to anything better in life than what you have, you will not be upset and 
disappointed if your life doesn’t get any better.  
Most of the Eastern, the oriental religions: Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, 
Taoism, and ancestor worship, ultimately promise no more than an endless cy-
cle of reincarnation, the succession of one life after the other. There is no heav-
en, no joy of being with God the Creator. There is Nirvana, the final state of 
happiness which only a very few holy people can reach; it involves union of the 
soul with the universe, a vague swallowing up of the person on the oneness of 
creation. In other words, today’s existence doesn’t really matter much. If you 
lead a bad life this time around you may be born next time as a dog or a rat. If 
you lead a good life now you may have a better one next time. But it’s all very 
uncertain. And it is a question of Karma, that is fate.  
 In contrast to this is Christianity, the faith built on hope. Hope of a bet-
ter life here and now, and eternally; hope of life lived with God Himself, as 
promised to us by His Son, Jesus Christ. But the Christian life does not auto-
matically produce peace and tranquility. Yes, when we believe in Jesus Christ, 
we are assured of inner peace, peace of mind and soul, but we have no guaran-
tee of an easy life: Christianity is not like a “music box” or a “merry go round” 
where the soul goes round and round in an endless circle; here, the same tune is 
not played twice. The Christian believes that life is more like a “parade” or a 
“march”. It has a starting point, and a goal toward which it is moving. Christi-
anity is “special” because it is founded by God Himself, and we who believe 
and follow this wonderful faith know that life has “ultimate meaning”.  
 A few years ago, in the Midwest, there was a plane crash which killed 
56 people, most of whom were returning from a religious conference. They had 
gathered to plan the future of their church. Their meeting had been successful, 
and now they were on their way home. All were killed. Why? —In 1915 the 
Turks decided to finally solve the question of Christian minorities in their 
crumbling empire. Their solution: to annihilate 1 1/2 million Armenians, to 
eliminate them from Asia Minor once and for all. The Armenians have always 
been a Christian people. Why did God allow them to be treated and destroyed 
like this?  
 Yet, Christianity is a religion of hope. If we were God, we would know 
the reasons behind the tragic and cruel events that happen in our world. But, we 
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Bible Readings 
 
June 7  Luke 4:25-30 
June 14  John 10:22-30 
June 21  Matt. 12:1-8 
June 28  Matt. 12:38-45 

 
Proverbs 14:26  

 
Whoever fears 

the Lord has a secure  
fortress, and for their  
children it will be a  

refuge.  
 

 

 

are not God, and we don’t know everything. We only work with what we do know. Human error is every-
where, and human nature seems to control our motives both as individuals and as a nation. Is there really hope 
for us? Is there a real possibility that the world will improve as the time passes, or will it just keep on turning 
in its cruel cycle until it finally destroys itself?  
 The Christian answer is always a positive one. There is hope for the world, there is hope for each of us, 
and that hope is Jesus Christ. But within the Christian faith there are different attitudes about hope. Some be-
lieve that it is only in the “next” life, at the Second Coming of Christ that we will find our final happiness. This 
is unquestionably true. For we cannot live in this “imperfect” world and be free from sin and suffering. We 
cannot avoid the tragedies that life brings just because we have faith.  
 But the Second Coming of Christ is at some future “unknown” date. Jesus, speaking to us in the Gospel 
reminds us again and again, that we don’t know when the world will end. “Of that hour, no man knows except 
the Father.” Yet, how many times just this year, have you read in the newspaper or heard on TV that a particu-
lar sect or individual predicts the end of the world. But Jesus says, “watch out, for you do not know the hour.” 
The future is not ours to know. So, let’s leave it to God; and you and I just worry about faithfully doing His 
will in the time that we have been given.  
 Then there are those who are optimistic about this life. We are in America. As middle-class citizens 
things look pretty good to us. We love our life. The future looks bright. Yes, there is sin and cruelty around us, 
but there is beauty too. And there are those that believe that the world is slowly getting better --that if only the 
teachings of Jesus Christ are applied to human relationships life will slowly improve, people will become 
“more caring,” able to accept each other. That sounds great, but if it’s “up to us,” we won’t make it.  
 After 2000 years of the Church, we still experience the stubborn resistance of our human nature, its 
selfishness and stupidity. Our continuous desire to take what we want, regardless of others. Our real motives 
are hidden most of the time and we know how to deceive each other well. Underneath, inside our souls, we are 
“rebellious children” of God. We still want our way; even after the horror of two “world wars” and the contin-
uing threat of a final “holocaust,” we can’t seem to rise above our dependence on nuclear weapons as a source 
of security. What kind of security can they be? In the stone age men protected themselves with spears and 
clubs. But today the weapons of destruction have advanced, and time is running out. When will we learn that 
we don’t save ourselves?  
 As Christians our hope is in Christ in this world, as well as in the next. And we can’t just “sit around” 
waiting for His return. Let us understand this clearly. Jesus Christ has come. Jesus Christ is now here with us. 
And Jesus Christ will come again in glory. Two thousand years ago, He came to save us, to be born and live a 
full human life, to experience every trial and hardship of our nature, and to suffer and die willingly. As He left 
this world, He commissioned His followers to carry on His work, to spread the good news of salvation to eve-
ryone. He established His Church and assured us that it would survive and grow and continue His mission. He 
promised that He would be with us until the end of the world, and that He would return in His own time, at the 
“right moment” in human history, to restore to His Father all of His children, all who believe and follow Him.  
 At this Second Coming Jesus Christ is to judge us all; judge the faith that we talk about so freely, judge 
the works that we always promise to do, judge the intentions of our hearts, the sincerity of our motives, the af-
fects of each careless word we speak. The Christian knows that there is another world beyond this one, and that 
we have already begun to live in it. We live in the age of Christ. As He is in heaven with His Father, so He is 
on earth with us, in our hearts, in our lives, as we pray, as we seek his guidance in the decisions we make as we 
worship in His Church, even as we ask Him to strengthen our “imperfect” faith. Thru God’s Holy Spirit Jesus 
Christ resides within each of us.  
 Yet. He knows that our hearts may be far from Him. That we go on our “merry way” doing our own 
thing; yet His love, His grace, His spirit within, draws us to Him, slowly, persistently. And He reminds us that 
we are pilgrims here, that our real home is with God. As Chris-
tians, we are always ready to “swallow our pride” and fall on 
our knees; to forgive each other any offense, to be big enough to 
accept forgiveness from others, to control our temper and put up 
with any humiliation for Christ’s sake, to give of ourselves 
without complaining about how much we have already done, to 
keep our sense of humor, our cheerfulness; —to be tender and 
loving without losing our courage. You and I are disciples of 
Jesus Christ, and we can do all things through Him who 
strengthens us. And we don’t have to be afraid of anything. 
“Fear not little children” He says, “I have overcome the world.”  
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† All the lost souls of the 1915 Armenian Genocide 
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Don and Lisa Manoogian 

 Samuel Harger, son of Rachel and Steven Harger, is graduating from Castro  
Valley High School on May 29, 2020. Sam will be attending Chabot College in the fall. 
 

 

 Evelyn Kelly Vasgerdsian is graduating from Prospect High School, Pleasant 
Hill, this June. Evelyn is the daughter of Gregory and Kelly Vasgerdsian, and the grand-
daughter of Hasmig and the late Victor Vasgerdsian. She's excelled through High School 
and has a love for writing, in addition to playing the electric guitar daily. Evelyn will be 
attending Diablo Valley College in the Fall. 

 
 

 Aleen Phelps, daughter of Armen and Nayree Phelps, is graduating from Alameda 
High School in the class of 2020. She is committed to Sonoma State University and will be 
working towards a double major in criminology and psychology!  

 
 
 
  

 Ani Phelps, the daughter of Armen and Nayree Phelps, is  graduating from the 
US Coast Guard Academy with a BS in Marine Environmental Science and will be liv-
ing and working onboard the CGC Active in Port Angeles, WA in the fall.  

 

 Scott Charles Hazarian will be graduating from Northgate High School and will 
be attending UC Riverside to major in Business Economics. He is the son of Russell and 
Christine Hazarian, and grandson of Dorothy and the late Charles Hazarian.  
 
 

 Congratulations to Talia Vasgerdsian Brady for graduating from St. Paul's  
Episcopal Middle School in Oakland. Talia will attend Oakland Tech High School in the 
Fall. Talia is the daughter of Nicole Vasgerdsian and Chris Brady and the granddaughter of 
Suzanne and Ed Vasgerdsian. 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost 
 The Feast of Pentecost is the commemoration of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles on 
the fiftieth day following the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The Armenian 
Church celebrates this feast 50 days following Easter Sunday. 
 The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons in the Holy Trinity coexisting with, and equal to, the Holy 
Father and the Holy Son. During His earthly life and ministry Christ spoke to the Apostles about the coming of 
the Holy Spirit. Recording the words of Christ, St. John writes, “The Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and make you remember all that I have told 
you.” (John 14:26). 
 The descent of the Holy Spirit is described in the Acts of the Apostles: “When the day of the Pentecost 
came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which 
sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw what 
looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there. They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.  (Acts 2:1-4). 
 In the book of Acts, St. Luke further records the names of various countries, and that men from those 
countries were surprised, when each of them heard his native language. Among the mentioned places are Mes-
opotamia, Judea and Cappadocia (Acts 2:9). Two of the saints of the Universal Church, both of Roman origin, 
Tertullian and Augustine, have written that the word “Armenia” should possibly be substituted instead of 
“Judea”, as it is more logical that Armenia would be mentioned among those as a “foreign” country, as the 
apostles were living in Judea. Moreover, with regards to geographical position, Armenia was situated between 
Mesopotamia and Cappadocia. Therefore, the people living in Armenia may have been among the first wit-
nesses of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 Due to the instability of the 2020 Major League Baseball 2020 Season, we have decided to postpone 
Armenian Heritage Night until the 2021 baseball season. We look forward to holding this inaugural event 
when we can all come together comfortably and celebrate our heritage with the Oakland A's and the entire Bay 
Area Armenian community.  

Masks & Gloves Still Available 
 St. Vartan Church still has masks and gloves available to members of our community. If you already 
asked for masks and gloves, you can request another mailing. Please email stvartanoakland@aol.com with 
your requests and include the number of masks or gloves you would like. The masks and gloves are available 
due to a generous donation by the Armenian Community Task-Force of the Bay Area.  



Parish Council Update 

My faithful and fellow parishioners,  

As the days turn to weeks we are all getting used to the “stay at home” scenarios and for many this is a com-
plete change of lifestyle. The current pandemic is affecting every one of us in our personal, social and day to 
day lives. All we can do is have faith in God and to listen to the advice of our healthcare professionals and the 
directions provided by our Government. Sadly, looking ahead, this will also curtail our annual events and com-
munity gatherings for the foreseeable future.  

It’s with great sadness and regret that the Parish Council, the Ladies Society and the Food Festival Committee 
have made the painstaking decision to cancel both the Annual Picnic and our beloved community event, known 
to all in the Bay Area as the ‘St. Vartan Armenian Food Festival’. This decision was not made lightly and takes 
into consideration the tireless efforts put forth by our Ladies Society and our committee members. The commit-
tee's decisions were based on the current climate of this pandemic, the time and effort required to prepare our 
lovely and delicious dishes and the fact that the vast majority of our food festival volunteers will be risking 
their own health and well-being in order to prepare, set up and operate the Food Festival.  

Needless to say, this is a tremendous loss of income for our parish and one in which we need your help in sup-
plementing. The Food Festival income counts for roughly 18-20% of St. Vartan’s Annual income, and we ask 
that you please consider the church during this time of need and kindly ask for your donations. (Click the link 
to donate or visit our website at, www.stvartanoakland.com/donate.) You can also mail a check to the church. 

Over the next several weeks we will be addressing the following expenses, and we need your help to meet our 
expense obligations. 

• Utilities for next two months = $3,426.06 
 

• Employee Payroll and Taxes = $40,341.10 
 

• These include all taxes and employee related expenses 
 
We also recognize during this time of uncertainty, many are experiencing hardships of their own and we under-
stand if this is not possible and ask that you continue to participate in our streaming services and upcoming 
events. 

Additionally, the committees are working on different means to bring the Food Festival experience to our faith-
ful parishioners and into their homes. In the coming weeks, we will be working towards building an online 
Khanout, and our very own St. Vartan Takeout experience for family dinners. (links and menus to be posted on 
the website, when available and are coming soon!)  

Those are just a few of the items your Parish Council and event committees are diligently working towards and 
we welcome any and all suggestions to keep our community involved. 

In the coming weeks, please continue to visit our website at, www.stvartanoakland.com, where we will be an-
nouncing new community events and opportunities to get involved. 

Lastly, as we have moved at a frighteningly fast pace with our technology and social media presence, we real-
ize that not everyone is comfortable with these changes. If you find yourself struggling with the new and 
emerging online streaming, or you have any technology related questions as it relates to St. Vartans, please 
reach out to the Parish Council, and we will help with getting you or your loved ones connected. 

We appreciate your consideration and hope that our community events, and Annual Food Festival will be back 
and better than ever, in 2021.  

Together, and with God’s amazing grace, we will get through these difficult times and emerge as an even 
stronger, loving and inclusive parish. 

Gratefully, 

Dicko Shahvekilian, Parish Council Chair 

The St. Vartan Voice  

newsletter is published once a month by St. Vartan Armenian Church. 

The deadline for all articles is the fifteenth of each month. 
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Dad Jokes 
Dan: I made a bad mistake today and gave my dad some soap flakes 
instead of corn flakes for breakfast. 
Jan: Was he mad? 
Dan: Yup. He was foaming at the mouth!  

Son: For $20, I’ll be good. 
Dad: Oh, yeah?  When I was your age, I was good for nothing.  

Hovsep: What does your father do for a living? 
John: He’s a magician. He performs tricks, like sawing people in half. 
Hovsep: Do you have any brothers or sisters? 
John: Yep, four half-sisters and a half-brother.  

Son: Dad, do you know the difference between a pack of cookies and 
a pack of elephants? 
Dad: No. 
Son: Then it’s a good thing Mom does the grocery shopping!  

Graduation Announcements Wanted 
  The St. Vartan Voice will include more graduation announcements in the July newsletter. Please send  
graduation announcements and photos if you or a loved one is graduation this spring. 
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