
 "A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road." Matthew 21:8 

 When I was a child, I liked to read comic books. My favorites were the 
ones about superheroes like Superman and Batman. One thing that many of 
these super heroes had in common was that they wore a cape. I used to enjoy 
pretending that I was Superman. I would tie a cape around my neck and run 
around the yard with my arms outstretched, pretending that I was flying through 
the air. Have you ever done that? 
 In the days when Jesus lived, many people wore a garment called a 
cloak. It was a loose outer garment similar to the cape that the super heroes 
wore. It provided them protection against the harsh winds and blowing sand in 
the desert. It also provided protection from the hot desert sun. But as we read 
the Bible verse at the beginning of this article, we see a very unusual way the 
people used their cloaks on that specific day. 
 Jesus and his disciples were walking toward Jerusalem and had stopped 
near a small village called Bethphage. Jesus sent two of his disciples to go on 
ahead into the village. He told them that when they got there, they would find a 
donkey and her colt which they were to bring back to him. Of course the disci-
ples were a bit concerned because they imagined that these animals might be-
long to someone who might not appreciate having their animals taken. Jesus 
simply told them, "Tell them that the Lord needs them and they will let you 
have them." So the disciples went into town and sure enough, there was a don-
key and her colt. They grabbed them and as they were leaving, someone asked 
why they were taking the animals. They answered, "It is for the Lord." And the 
people let them take them just as Jesus had said they would.  
 When they arrived back at the camp, the disciples took their cloaks and 
put them on the donkey to make a nice soft seat for Jesus. Jesus got on the don-
key and headed toward Jerusalem. 
 When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, a very large crowd gathered to wel-
come him. Some of them spread their cloaks on the road for Jesus to ride on, 
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Why 
would they do that? They were treating Jesus like a king! 
 The Bible tells us that the crowds that went ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted: 

"Hosanna to the Son of David!" 
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

"Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

 The people greeted Jesus as a King that day. Today, Jesus wants to be 
your King -- and he will be if you will allow him to come into your heart and 
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Lay Your Cloak Before Him 

 

Bible Readings 
 

March 7     Luke 16:19-31 
March 14   Luke 18:1-8 
March 21   Matt. 23:1-12 
March 28   Matt. 20:29-   
                               21:17 
 
 

Palm Sunday 
 
And many spread their 
cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut 
from the fields. And those 
who went before and 
those who followed were 
shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord.”  

—Mark 11:8-9 

  Rev. Fr. Krikor Zakaryan, Parish Priest 



rule over your life. Lay down your cloak to greet your King as he comes to you in love. 
 Our Lord Jesus, Son of God, come into our lives and create in us a new heart. May we excitedly wel-
come you just as those that awaited your arrival in Jerusalem did. Thank you for being here with us. We praise 
you Lord, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit! Amen. 

If you have already  
registered, you do not 
need to register again. 

GUIDELINES FOR REOPENING 
 St. Vartan Church is now open for in-person Friday Evenings Vigils during Great Lent and starting 
March 7, 2021 for Sunday Prayer and Worship at 25% capacity, as well as continuing to live-stream all ser-
vices. Throughout this pandemic, our focus has been on safeguarding the physical and spiritual health and well
-being of our parishioners. With that in mind, we ask for your cooperation in following these guidelines: 

Preparation for Attending 
• Face masks are required for all attendees. 
• A temporal scanning thermometer will be used to screen the temperature of the attendees. Names of at-

tendees will be recorded for tracking purposes in case of need for reference. 
• There're socially distanced and specially designated pews for the congregants. The Parish Council will be 

assisting with seating. 
• Hand sanitizers will be placed around the sanctuary for use upon entering. 
• The pews will be emptied of all books, printed material and cushions. 
• A designated person will clean and disinfect the main door handles, the restrooms and all common areas 

after someone uses it. 
•  Water fountains in the church are turned off, so attendees may want to bring water bottles. 

Sunday Services 
 Starting March 7, 2021 the Church will be open for in-person prayer services and worship at 25% ca-
pacity. Seating is limited to 25% of the capacity of the sanctuary. There will be designated pews on where to 
sit. Overflow sitting in John Marukian Hall with TV Live Stream.  
• Candles will be available for parishioners to light. The floor area where candles are lit will be clearly 

marked for social distancing. Please observe these markings and do not congregate in this area. 
• There will be no distribution of communion during the Great Lent.  
• No passing the plate. Instead of passing the plate, there will be a special donation box/plate at the entrance 

of the sanctuary. 
• No distribution of Mahs. 
• At the end of services there is no kissing of the Gospel. 
• Parishioners should distance themselves when exiting the church and are requested to not congregate in 

close groups after services. 
• We will continue to “Live-stream” on Facebook. 
• There will be no Fellowship after church. 
• The Church will be cleaned and disinfected every week. 
 We are implementing these guidelines out of an abundance of caution and love for our church family. 
 Together, we can begin to come together again with confidence if we all follow these guidelines, not 
out of compulsion but out of love for one another. We look forward to welcoming you back to church as we 
are allowed and as you feel comfortable. 

Prayerfully, 
Rev. Fr. Krikor Zakaryan, Parish Priest and Parish Council 

On-Line Bible Study with Fr. Krikor 
at 7 pm 

 
Wednesday, March 3 
Thursday, March 11 

Wednesday, March 17 
Wednesday, March 24 
Wednesday, March 31 

For Zoom code, register at 
https://www.stvartanoakland.com/events 

https://www.stvartanoakland.com/events


St. Vartan Church Parish Council gratefully acknowledges the following donations: 

In Honor of  Greg and Seta Tcherkoyan’s Wedding Anniversary—Richard and Carole Jouroyan 
In Honor of David Ojakian Serving as Godfather of the Cross—Elizabeth and Ron Ojakian 
Wish List:  
 Technology Fund—Dickie and Seno Garabedian, Lisa and Don Manoogian 
 Altar Shoes—Nazar and Seta Jindoian 
Youghakin—Seta Azizian, Jack and Barbara Bousian, Zohrab and Elizabeth Markarian, Frederick and  
Ardemis Tajirian, Emma and Lida Mazmanian, Paul Ohanesian 

In Memory 
† Fimi Schulze 
Carol Rustigian 
† Lucy Mirigan  

Arlene and Vartan Hovsepian 
† Michael Madajian 

Virginia Madajian 

Khanoot Korner 
Hoping you’ve all enjoyed your holidays and are settling into the new year. After a less brief than expected 
hiatus, Khanoot is back for 2021, and we have some new items that 
I hope you will agree make up for the wait. Ladies’ Society Famous 
Recipe Choreg is available (yeah!) just in time for Easter. Our won-
derful friends at Nina’s in Fresno are still making our Lamajoon and 
due to popular request, we now have the “spicy” option as well. 
And we know you need ingredients for Lenten dishes, so we have 
lentils and bulghur available this month too.   
 
On a sad note, Hye Quality Bakery** in Fresno has closed after 
over 60 years in the Lahvosh business. As a native Fresnan (or is it 
Fresno native?), I was saddened to see them go, but wish the 
Ganimian family a happy retirement and thank them for supplying generations their wonderful parag-hatz. I 
was able to procure only two cases (with and without sesame seeds) of their Lahvosh rounds. This is the 
last we will have available; when it’s gone, it’s gone, so do not hesitate to order. 
 
There are two pickup days this month: Saturday, March 13 and March 20 in the church hall from 11 am 
to 2 pm. Pre-orders only. Please phone me at 408-247-3772 (leave a message if you get the machine and 
I’ll call you back to get your order). Looking forward to hearing from you.  —Kristian Minasian 
 
Here’s the full list for March: 
Armenian Cookies — $10/ dozen   Bulghur — $2/ pound 
Choreg — $17/ dozen (limit 2)   Gata w/Khoritz — $15/ dozen 
Lahvosh** — $9 (5x14” rounds)   Lamajoon — $10/ half-dozen 
Spicy Lamajoon — $10/ half-dozen   Red lentils — $2/ pound 
Sou-berag — $18/ 6-piece tray 
 
**for those of you who don’t identify your Lahvosh by bakery name, Hye Quality is the “thinner” one. 

Altar Flower Sponsorship 
     If you would like to donate funds for altar flowers 
for a specific Sunday, please notify the church office 
at stvartanoakland@aol.com or call the church office 
and let us know the date you would like to reserve to 
sponsor altar flowers. St. Vartan Church will 
start naming the altar flower sponsors in the 
Sunday announcements emailed on Friday. 
Suggested donation for altar flowers is $35.  

St. Vartan Voice On-line 
 If you would prefer to only receive the St. Vartan Voice on-line, rather than by traditional mail, please 
contact the church office at stvartanoakland@aol.com. 



St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church 
Rev. Fr. Krikor Zakaryan 

Schedule of Holy Week Services, 2021 
 

  

Palm Sunday, March 28 
Morning Service .................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy and Sermon ................................................. 10:30 a.m. 
Opening of the Doors &  
Service of Antasdan (in the parking lot) ................. following Badarak 
 
Holy Thursday, April 1 
Divine Liturgy—Memorial of the Last Supper ................... 10:30 a.m. 
Washing of the Feet .............................................................. 6:00 p.m. 
Service of Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord  ...................... 7:30 p.m. 
 
Good Friday, April 2 
Service of the Burial of our Lord .......................................... 6:30 p.m. 
 
Holy Saturday, April 3 
Reading of the Scriptures ...................................................... 6:00 p.m. 
Divine Liturgy....................................................................... 6:30 p.m. 
 
Holy Easter, Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, April 4 
Morning Service .................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy...................................................................... 10:30 a.m. 
 
New Sunday, Merelots, April 11 
Morning Service .................................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy...................................................................... 10:30 a.m. 
Requiem Service — Following Badarak 

 
Christ is risen from the dead. 

Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ. 

Hokehankist will not be offered Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday inclusive. 

Requiem Service – Hokehankist 
      A Requiem will be said for 
the souls of the departed on Merelots 
Sunday, April 11. Those who would 
like to have the names of their de-
parted loved ones included, should 
contact the church secretary by April 
8 at stvartanoakland@aol.com or 510
-893-1671.  
 

Easter Yughakin   
      It is customary in the Arme-
nian Church to provide Yughakin, 
especially around the feasts of 
Christmas and Easter. This practice 
dates as far back as the time of Mo-
ses in the Old Testament. Yughakin 
in Armenian means "price of oil". 
Each local church community would 
donate money specially earmarked 
towards the purchase of oil, which in 
turn would keep the lanterns burning 
and ultimately the doors of the 
Church open.  
       At this season of Christ's res-
urrection let us remember and contin-
ue the custom of Yughakin, so we 
can keep our "oil-burning lanterns" 
always burning and our doors always 
open at St. Vartan. Please be gener-
ous to the Church in observing this 
ancient Armenian custom. 

St. Vartan Church Annual Assembly 2021 
 St. Vartan Armenian Church held the first ever virtual annual assembly on January 31, 2021. With 102 
participants, St. Vartan easily met the quorum requirements. At the meeting, Fr. Krikor Zakaryan was official-
ly confirmed as Parish Priest; Dicko Shahvekilian was elected to a second term on the parish council; Liz 
Ojakian, Seza Dominguez, Don Manoogian and Stuart Arakelian were elected to a first term on the parish 
council; and Hasmik Cingoz was elected parish council alternate. Next year's assembly chair will be Nataline 
Jindoian, vice chair will be Scott Nakashian and secretary will be Linda Diers. Diocesan delegates are Jack 
Isaacs, Angel Azizian, Greg Tcherkoyan, Harry Sherinian, Ara Azizian, and alternates Kim Bardakian and 
Zaven Kanneian. Jim Taylor was elected to the audit committee. 
 St. Vartan Church especially thanks Dicko Shahvekilian for his technical expertise in setting up the 
Zoom event, David Ojakian for chairing the meeting, and the entire parish council and parish assembly offic-
ers for their assistance. We also thank all the pledged members who attended. 
 Any pledged member who would like to see a Zoom recording of the St. Vartan Church 2021 Annual 
Assembly or a copy of the slides shown during the meeting, should contact the church office 
at stvartanoakland@aol.com. 



Scholarship to St. Nersess Seminary to Remember Fr. Mesrob 
 The Fr. Mesrob Sarafian Scholarship for Religious Education Fund made a donation this winter to St. 
Nersess Armenian Seminary for the purpose of training new priests. The scholarship fund was established at 
St. Vartan Church by Fr. Mesrob’s family to honor his memory as well as to further religious education.  
 The fund is comprised of donations from the St. Vartan Church Community and Fr. Mesrob’s family 
given with love to remember our beloved former priest, Fr. Mesrob Sarafian. In a thank you letter for the dona-
tion, the dean of St. Nersess Seminary, Mardiros Chevian, wrote, “What a wonderful tribute that funds raised 
for this scholarship were donated by St. Vartan members to remember 
the beloved Fr. Mesrob Safafian in this meaningful way. Your parish 
honors Der Mesrob and helps us provide an excellent education for 
our growing group of seminarians, current clergy and the community 
and you support our efforts to prepare priests and lay leaders whose 
education, competence and grace will strengthen our Armenian 
Church.” 
 Fr. Mesrob’s family chooses the recipients of the scholarship. 
The scholarship has also been used to help cover the cost of training 
St. Vartan Church’s altar servers. You can support this worthy cause 
and honor the memory of Fr. Mesrob by making a donation to the Fr. 
Mesrob Sarafian Scholarship for Religious Education. 

Register for Reclaiming Faith in a Post-Pandemic World at 
tiny.cc/Reclaim2021  

http://tiny.cc/Reclaim2021


FASTING & ABSTINENCE (DZOM & BAHK) 
 The Armenian words Dzom and Bahk (Fast and Abstinence) appear often in the Book of the Gospel, 
and they are often used to mean the same thing.  More strictly, Dzom means to abstain from any and all food 
intake, while Bahk means to abstain only from certain foods. The broader meaning of both terms refers to an 
individual’s staying away from extravagant living and sensual pleasures, for a certain period of time, and be-
coming reinforced spiritually through prayers and approaching God and truth. 
 Both fast and abstinence need to be accompanied by prayer, an evident truth that becomes revealed on 
reading the appropriate and designated passages from the Gospel. 
 It must also be pointed out that the ideas of fast or abstinence is not peculiar to Christianity. 
 Religions, from the earliest centuries, arising out of independent principles of faith, have inspired rules 
of behavior on their adherents. Such rules have arisen generally from social, spiritual, intellectual, moral, 
health and other concepts. 
 With Armenians, abstinence, as a canonical religious mandate, calls for avoiding the consumption of 
foods containing meat, animal fats, milk products, eggs, of alcoholic drinks, and also of participating in merri-
ment.  Instead, it is prescribed to eat vegetables, grains, and foods based on them, prepared with vegetable oils 
or olive oil.  Honey is also permitted. 
 Fasting or observing abstinence, by its very nature, not only calls for the faithful to be modest, but also 
to be mindful of the need to live a worshipful and moral life.  Also, doing so is looked upon as a means of rein-
forcing the faith, and as occasions for meditation and preparation.  Thus, instead of material and carnal pleas-
ures, in exchange for undergoing certain depriva-tions, the emphasis will be put through prayers on life, beauty 
and spiritual values. 
 Generally, then, abstinence or fasting is the means for man to be re-newed and reinforced in the sense 
of the cleansing of the soul and of religious morality, apart from the fact that it also enables the development of 
piety and the strengthening of faith. 
 Even though fasting and abstinence are characteristic practices in all important churches, there is no 
uniformity in either the occasions or times for them, or in the rules or principles that govern the practice.  For 
example, the Roman Catholic Church permits milk products.  The Russian Orthodox Church permits fish.  The 
Armenian Church, stricter, forbids both of them.  On the other hand, the Evangelical churches have left the 
matter entirely to the choice of the individual faithful. 

 
DAYS OF ABSTINENCE: TYPES AND DURATION 

 Different churches, besides having different rules on what may be eaten during fast or abstinence, also 
have different times. 
 The Armenian Church has approximately 160 days of abstinence; consisting of durations of one day, 
one week, and forty days (before Easter and Theophany). 
 One-day abstinence: All the Wednesdays and Fridays of the year are days of abstinence, except for the 
week following Theophany, and for the seven weeks following Easter, when the Wednesdays and Fridays oc-
curring then are so called “eating days.” 
 It is of significance that the Armenian Church has designated week-long abstinences for the start of 
each of the four seasons of the year, as a means of promoting good health. 
 The times for the week-long abstinences are the following. 
The week before Theophany 
The week of Catechumens (established by St. Gregory the Enlightener) which precedes the feast of St. Sergius 
The week before Easter, known as Avak Shapat (Holy Week) 
The week before Transfiguration (Vartavar) 
The week of the Discovery of the Relic of St. Gregory 
The week before the Assumption of the Mother of God (Asdvadzadzin) 
The week before the Exaltation of the Cross 
The week of Advent (50 days before Theophany) 
The week of the start of spring (vernal equinox), which will always occur during Lent 
The week of the start of summer, also known as the Abstinence of the Feast of Elijah, which follows Pentecost 
The week of the start of autumn (autumnal equinox), which occurs before the feast of the Cross of Varak, and 
precedes the feast of St. George 
The week of the start of winter (winter solstice), also known as the Abstinence of St. James (Hagop) of Nisibis 
 
Courtesy of “Feasts of the Armenian Church and National Traditions” by Garo Bedrosian, 1993 





Sunday School 
 Although they have not been able to meet in 
person, the St. Vartan Sunday School has continued 
to serve the church by sending out cards to the St. 
Vartan Community. If you know 
someone who would appreciate a 
cheerful card from the children in 
this difficult time, please let the 
church office know at  
stvartanoakland@aol.com.  

St. Vartan Wish List 
       St. Vartan Church is requesting donations to 
the St. Vartan Church Technology Fund to upgrade 
our aging technology, including upgraded security 
equipment and a multi-media projector. 

       You can donate to the  
Technology Fund on-line at  
stvartanoakland.com or by mailing a 
check into the church office. 

 



God’s Song 
 Wishing to encourage her young son's progress on the piano, a mother took her boy to a Paderewski 
concert. After they were seated, the mother spotted a friend in the audience and walked down the aisle to greet 
her. Seizing the opportunity to explore the wonders of the concert hall, the little boy rose and eventually ex-
plored his way through a door marked "NO ADMITTANCE." 
 When the house lights dimmed and the concert was about to begin, the mother returned to her seat and 
discovered that the child was missing. 
 Suddenly, the curtains parted and spotlights focused on the impressive Steinway on stage. In horror, the 
mother saw her little boy was sitting at the keyboard, innocently picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." 
At that moment, the great piano master made his entrance, quickly moved to the piano, and whispered in the 
boy's ear, "Don't quit. Keep playing." 
 Then, leaning over, Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began filling in a bass part. Soon, 
his right arm reached around to the other side of the child and he added a running obligato. Together, the old 
master and the young novice transformed a frightening situation into a wonderfully creative experience. The 
audience was so mesmerized that they couldn't recall what else the great master played - only the classic 
"Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." 
 That's the way it is with God. What we can accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy. We try our 
best, but the results aren't exactly graceful flowing music. However, with the hand of 
the Master, our life's work truly can be beautiful. Next time you set out to accomplish 
great feats, listen carefully. You can hear the voice of the Master, whispering in your 
ear, "Don't quit. Keep playing." 
 Feel His loving arms around you. Know that His strong hands are there helping 
you turn your feeble attempts into true masterpieces. God doesn't call the equipped; 
He equips the called, and He'll always be there to love and guide you on to great 
things. 
 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. 
For all things are possible with God.”  Mark 10:17 

 

Religious Humor 
A friend was in front of me coming out of church one 
day, and the preacher was standing at the door as he 
always is to shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the 
hand and pulled him aside. The Pastor said to him, 
“You need to join the Army of the Lord!” My friend 
replied, “I’m already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor.” 
Pastor questioned, “How come I don’t see you except 
at Christmas and Easter?” He whispered back, “I’m in 
the secret service.” 
 
Two guys are walking through a game park & they 
come across a lion that has not eaten for days. The li-
on starts chasing the two men. They run as fast as they 
can and the one guy starts getting tired and decides to 
say a prayer, "Please turn this lion into a Christian, 
Lord." He looks to see if the lion is still chasing and he 
sees the lion on its knees. Happy to see his prayer an-
swered, he turns around and heads towards the lion. 
As he comes closer to the lion, he hears the it saying a 
prayer: "Thank you Lord for the food I am about to 
receive."  
 
A man is talking to God. "God, how long is a million 
years?" God answers, "To me, it's about a minute." 
"God, how much is a million dollars?" "To me, it's a 
penny." "God, may I have a penny?" "Wait a minute."  

 



Ladies Society Update 
 The newly elected Ladies Society Executive board had their first Zoom meeting of 2021 in February. 
We will be meeting monthly and will update the community on our activities. So stay tuned! 
 We are pleased to announce the following board members: 
Chairwoman: Suzanne Abnous   Vice Chair: Lisa Manoogian 
Treasurer: Nelly Kargodorian    Corresponding Secretary: Suzanne Vasgerdian 
Recording Secretary: Sandi Capurro   Membership: Sylvia Goruzian    
Advisor/P.C. Liaison: Caroline Arakelian 
 Committees:  
Khanoot: Kristian Minasian, Arlene Hovsepian and Marlene Tolegian 
Luncheon: Gail Kezerian, Caroline Arakelian, Hilda Mener, and Elizabeth Markarian 
Sunshine: Carol Rustigian 

Recipe from our kitchen:  
We will be soon be celebrating the Lenten season. So we have included a recipe for you.    
                                                  Vospov Kufta 
1 cup orange lentils                                                     1/2 cup olive oil 
1 large chopped onion                                                 2 1/2 cups of water 
chopped parsley                                                          1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp cayenne                                                           1 cup fine bulghur 
1 tsp. cumin 
 
Cook lentils in the water until tender and color has changed from orange to yellow. 
Mix bulghur, salt, cumin and cayenne and add to cooked lentils. Mix well. Sauté 
chopped onion in olive oil, then stir into the mixture. Cover the pot for half an hour 
and let the mixture rest. When cool, shape the kufta and garnish with chopped green 
onions and parsley. 
 
It's the perfect Lenten Meal! 

Parish Council Update 
My faithful and fellow parishioners, 
 I’d like to thank the entire parish for their participation, and very first virtual Parish Assembly Meeting. 
I’m very grateful to the team that was able to coordinate this event, as well as all those who prepared tirelessly 
to support the presentation and provide their individual reports. I’m also proud to report that we were the very 
first parish to accomplish this annual event in the Diocese, thanks to these efforts. 
 The 2021 Parish Council has already started to plan for the coming year and had its first meeting on 
Wednesday, February 10, where we thanked our outgoing council members, and welcomed our new ones. The 
PC has already started to plan for the coming year and will be structured as follows: 
 
Chair: Dicko Shahvekilian    Vice Chair: Don Manoogian   
Treasurers: Suzanne Diers and Rick Kurkjian Recording Secretary: Nicole Vasgerdsian  
Corresponding Secretary: Seza Dominguez  Membership: Zaven Kanneian   
Stewardship: Ara Azizian    Fundraising: Stuart Arakelian & Nicole Vasgerdsian 
Athletics: Stuart Arakelian    Maintenance: Arto Yagjian     
Advisor: Liz Ojakian 
 
 Please join me in welcoming and supporting the entire 2021 Parish Council! 
 Additionally, please be aware that the PC is working towards a reopening plan as soon as March, with 
a limited capacity, as set forth by the County and State, which will focus on both everyone's safety and health 
in mind. More information will be found in the weekly newsletter as we finalize the plan and process to wel-
come our parishioners back, albeit with limited capacity. 
 Lastly, we need your continued support. Your dues and donations help us with meeting our financial 
obligations. Your support along with your donations are imperative to keeping us stable and for the Church to 
be open in order to practice our faith and love for our culture. 
 Please continue to make your donations online at https://www.stvartanoakland.com/donate or by mail-
ing your check to the church office at 650 Spruce St, Oakland, CA  94610.  



2021 Year of Hope Virtual Benefit Concert for Artsakh 
 The St. Vartan Cultural Committee held a “2021 Year of Hope Virtual Benefit Concert” supporting 
humanitarian aid to families displaced from Artsakh on Sunday, January 24, 2021 featuring talented and gifted 
artists from the Bay Area: Araks Aghazarian, Tatev Amiryan, Nadima and Karo Avakian, Arlene Boyd, The 
Mazmanian Family featuring Greg, Ida, Eddy, Rose and Brad, Armena Petrosova, Armen Phelps, and Susanna 
Tchoubarian Plotitsa. 
 2020 has been a very difficult and challenging year for the entire world due to the pandemic; but it has 
been especially harsh for Artsakh and Armenia. The unprovoked war between Azerbaijan and Artsakh has 
been devastating for Armenians. Armenia is in turmoil with an economic crisis, the devastation of the ongoing 
pandemic, thousands of wounded soldiers, bereaved families, and displaced refugees. Those who lost their 
homes and have no place to return to are struggling to find temporary housing. It is estimated that 40,000 dis-
placed people will remain in Armenia. The situation is dire, and we are compelled to provide assistance. 
 According to international statistics and sociological studies, displaced individuals and refugees tend to 
leave their host countries within 6 months if they do not receive proper care. It is our moral duty to ensure that 
our people remain in Armenia and Artsakh, emerging stronger from the devastation of war and continue con-
tributing to the prosperity of our country despite all odds. With no home to go back to, displaced families need 
our help to survive the aftermath of war. Sixty-eight dollars can feed one person for a month, $40 can pay one 
person’s utility bills, and $100 to $250 can pay monthly rent for an apartment. 
 We are pleased to inform you that our concert had close to 700 views and raised $5,175 to date toward 
this very worthy cause, and it’s thanks to our wonderful performers and donors. The amount raised is enough 
to feed 76 people for a month, or house 51 families for a month. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude 
to all our generous donors for their contributions to help those in crisis. A huge thank you to our beautiful and 
talented artists for rendering their time and talent. Your performances made this concert a resounding success.  
  For those of you who did not have the opportunity to view the concert and would like to, it can be 
viewed on the new St. Vartan YouTube channel.  Go to youtube.com and search “St. Vartan Armenian Apos-
tolic Church.” 
 It’s never too late to open your hearts and donate online to https://www.stvartanoakland.com/donate 

and under Fund select Artsakh Concert or mail a check to St. Vartan Church. We hope you enjoyed this con-
cert in the spirit of hope – hope for a better future for our people and homeland. Together, we can make a huge 
difference in the lives of all those displaced families.  Thank you! 

https://www.stvartanoakland.com/donate


The St. Vartan Voice  

newsletter is published once a month by St. Vartan Armenian Church. 

The deadline for all articles is the fifteenth of each month. 

 
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate 

Rev. Fr. Krikor Zakaryan, Parish Priest and President of All Church Organizations                                      
Parish Council Chair: Dicko Shahvekilian 
Parish Assembly Chair: Nataline Jindoian 

Choir Director: Armena Petrosova 
Organist: Araks Aghazarian  
ACYO Chair: Silva Jindoian  

Sunday School Superintendent: Karen Mener 
Ladies Society Chair: Suzanne Abnous 

Cultural Society Chair: Liz Ojakian 
Hokejosh:  Nora Hanoian  

Newsletter Editors: Arlene Hovsepian and Rachel Harger 
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Church Custodian: Wartkes Hagopian                                               

 
Divine Liturgy Service—Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
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Website: www.stvartanoakland.org  


